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to help decipher which policies determine whether they will be able to

analyze, broken down by sets of products, sectors, and countries. MAcMap

is a joint venture launched by the African

provide their services to buyers in a foreign market.

also offers a simulation function to calculate effects of tariff reductions.

Development Bank, the International Trade
Centre (ITC), the United Nations Conference
on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), and
the World Bank to cooperate in the trade
data collection effort and to combine forces
in providing users with free tools that can be used to access and analyze
trade policy and market information. The TNT will give users a free single
portal on the web through which they access the data and the tools that
each organization generates. TNT provides a framework through which
the four agencies will cooperate to fill key data gaps that exist and work
together to strengthen the capacity of institutions in developing countries
to collect and report information on trade policies.

A number of international organizations have a long track record of collecting and reporting information on trade flows, applied tariffs, and
prevailing NTMs. These include the ITC, UNCTAD, and the World Bank.
Notwithstanding the efforts of these agencies, an important transparency
gap remains, especially for NTMs and trade in services. For many countries, especially low-income economies, information on prevailing NTMs is
frequently incomplete and outdated. The situation is particularly serious
for African countries. Generating up-to-date information on trade policies
is a major public good. Providing this good requires not just the collection,
organization, and dissemination of data, but more importantly building
capacity in developing countries to own and sustain the necessary data
collection process.

ITC’s market analysis tools serve over 150,000 exporters, trade support
institutions and policymakers in 224 countries and territories with key
information about the multilateral trade and financial system, information
about market access conditions, and investment and trade opportunities.
MAcMap can be accessed from www.macmap.org.

Trade Analysis and Information System (TRAINS)
TRAINS is a trade database developed by UNCTAD and includes information on tariffs (MFN and preferential) and NTMs, as well as import trade
flows for more than 150 countries. TRAINS data are disaggregated up to
the 6 digit of the Harmonized System (HS) and span from 1988 to 2010.
Tariff data are also separately available at the national tariff line level.
Since 2001, in cooperation with the World Bank, TRAINS has been incor-
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